
 
 
Mojave National Preserve Conservancy 
400 South 2nd Avenue 
Barstow, CA 92311 
  
 
 

November 19, 2017 
 
Secretary Ryan Zinke 

Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington DC 20240 

 
Dear Secretary Zinke: 
 
The Mojave National Preserve Conservancy is a non-profit organization created in 
2009 to promote the stewardship and enjoyment of the Mojave National Preserve. 
We oppose the planned fee increase for entrance at 17 national parks because the 
fees are not a comprehensive or sustainable solution to the maintenance backlog 
that affects our national parks, and the higher fees could be prohibitive to lower 
income Americans who seek to enjoy America’s natural and historical wonders.  We 
support efforts to address the National Park Service’s maintenance backlog through 
a responsible budget proposal and appropriations by Congress. 
 
The proposed fees are unsustainable and not an appropriate way to manage critical 
national assets.  National parks protect natural and historical treasures to be 
maintained for the benefit of all Americans; they should not be treated like 
amusement parks where the cost of admissions rises or falls on a supply and 
demand curve.  We cannot afford to neglect our national parks, and their future 
should not be determined by an approach that chases the highest bidder.    
 
The proposed fees are also unfair.  Places like Joshua Tree or Shenandoah National 
Parks offer opportunities to nearby urban and rural populations to learn about our 
history and natural heritage, but a $70 entrance fee could make such a trip cost 
prohibitive.   Americans living near, or that desire to visit one of these 17 national 
parks will have to shoulder the burden of a maintenance backlog that spans over 
400 park sites. NPS has not adequately studied the potential short and long-term 
effects of a fee increase on national park visitation and the way that increased fees 
may negatively impact Americans’ perceptions of national parks’ accessibility over 
the long term.   
 
The proposed fees also are not a comprehensive solution to the maintenance 
backlog.  The National Park Service backlog is approximately $11.3 billion.  These 
fees would increase park revenue by $70 million – not enough to close the 
maintenance gap that can be traced to years of neglect by Congress to appropriately 
fund our national parks. 



 
The Mojave National Preserve Conservancy urges the Secretary of Interior to work 
with the Trump administration to propose a budget to Congress that would address 
National Park Service needs.  The Conservancy also supports the bipartisan National 
Park Service Legacy Act, legislation introduced this year to close the maintenance 
backlog at our national parks. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
David Lamfrom 
Director, Mojave National Preserve Conservancy 


